 Pastoral Council Meeting, June 12, 2008 
Present: Chris Barrett, Pete Benosky, Judy Britt, Mark Koch, Chuck Murphy, Carol Traen

Absent: Sharon Cullen, Jo-Ann Ernandes, John Parrish, Jeanne Wagoner

Also Present: Frank Amoroso, Joe Day, and Adele and Bob DeLaValle Routh, Bud Seuss and, Dale Whiteis, (part time).

Opening Prayer:  Judi Brit led the council in prayer to open the meeting

April Minutes: The April minutes were approved as published.  (There was no May meeting –Postponed to June).

1. Old Business: None
New Business:

1. Columbarium Presentation – Bud Seuss described the process used to develop a columbarium design for Resurrection Parish.  His committee visited various churches that had columbaria and discussed the designs with them and their reaction to their designs.  He circulated photos of the various designs and pointed out good and “not so good” features of each.  With input from Capital Improvement Committee, it was decided to propose a columbarium in the grotto area.  The stone used in its construction should be the same as that used for the grotto so that the two would be consistent in construction features. Several designs and specific locations were considered and the design selected consists of two sections, one on either side of the grotto and labyrinth.  There would be a path from each side to a memorial cross in the cemetery facing the statue of Mary.  The intent is to build one section at a time.  This will alleviate financing pressures and still provide for a design that will give parishioners and their families a quiet place without detracting from the prayerful atmosphere of the grotto and the labyrinth.  Bud and Dale Whiteis of the Cemetery Committee also provided breakdowns that showed that there could be a cost advantage, in the case of cremation, to use of a columbarium niche rather than a grave site.  A financing plan was also developed and provided to council.  The pastoral council was receptive to the idea of a columbarium and thanked Bud and his committee for their work.  The committee is scheduled to make a presentation to the Finance Council.

2. Open Meeting Policy – Bob DeLaValle Routh asked about the policy regarding openness of Parish Committee meetings.  Council members were in agreement that except for the Finance Council all meetings, except for rare occasions, should be open to all members of the Parish. Chris will prepare a policy statement for council to review.  

3. Report on Diocesan Meeting Regarding Support of Catholic Schools – Chris, Joe, Carol Traen (representing Pastoral Council), Orben Gregory (incumbent chair of the Finance Council) and Mike Wachter (chair-elect of the Finance Council) attended a meetng with the Bishop and Diocesan personnel involved in promoting the Increased Offertory Program.  Increases in contributions from the program will be split 50% to the Diocese and 50% to the parish.  The base year can start anytime between now and March 2009.  The program will begin with a 4 or 5 week period during which parishioners will be asked to consider the value of Catholic Schools and to evaluate their current level of giving and how much they can give.  The program will be explained in detail to the Parish .

4. Pastoral Council Retreat Speaker and Topic – The retreat will be held at Holy Name Of Mary In Bedford.  Chris proposed several persons as facilitators, all of whom were acceptable to Council.  Topics suggested were: Parish vitality (how the parish influences our lives and our spiritual growth), the relationship of RCC with the Diocese and with the Vatican and studies related to St. Paul (the Pope has designated this a Pauline year).  Chris will iron out and solidify the details for the retreat.  

5. Student Representative on Council  - Chris pointed out that “Called to Serve” for Pastoral Councils provides that if the discernment process for members does not provide a representative cross section of the parish, the Pastoral Coordinator may appoint members to the Council.  He plans to appoint Alex Ernandes as a youth representative to the Council.  Council responded favorably to this appointment.  A suggestion was made to also appoint a female teen to Council but nothing was resolved.

Pastoral Coordinator Comments: 

1. Chris reported that the presentation of checks to charities from Joyous Junque proceeds would take place on June 24.  (This was later delayed and the presentations were made on July 8). 

2. The first summer pot luck picnic is scheduled for June 29.  The pavilion has been set up with picnic tables in the event of rain.

Parish Administrator:

 
Joe had nothing to report.

Announcements:  Next meeting is the Council retreat on August 8,9.

Closing Prayer: Judy Britt led the council in the closing prayer.

 







Respectfully Submitted,









Frank Amoroso

