 Pastoral Council Meeting, October 16, 2008 
Present: Chris Barrett, Pete Benosky, Judy Britt, Alex Ernandes, Mark Koch,, Carolyn Labas, Carol Traen, Jeanne Wagoner, Dave Wilmesher

Absent: Chuck Murphy, John Parrish

Also Present: Frank Amoroso, Joe Day

Opening Prayer:  Jeanne Wagoner led the Council in prayer to open the meeting

September Minutes: The September minutes were approved as published.

Old Business:

1. Sitting Wall Quotes and Update – If the Tuesday group should undertake this project, it will cost about $8,000 and will take about 6 to 8 weeks to complete, during which time the area under consideration will be “torn up” and contain construction materials.  A significant part of the cost would be for rental of equipment to do the heavy demolition work.  Two bids of approximately $10,000 have been received to complete the whole project.   The Contractors have stated that they would begin work on Monday morning and be completed before the 5:00 PM  Mass on Saturday.  Council recommended that the work be contracted out.

2. Position Description for the Coordinator of Youth Education and Ministry – Suggested changes have been incorporated and the PD was distributed to Council members.

3. Policies and Procedures For Use of Church Facilities – These have been updated based on experience over the past several years.  In response to a query from Mark, Joe replied that there have been no problems to date, however, the fee schedule will be reviewed and updated where necessary.  

4. Columbarium Presentations and Results – Attendance at the presentations was low.  There was conjecture that this was due to 1) a lack of interest in cremation, 2) a reluctance to think about death, 3) the economic situation, 4) eagerness to go home or out-to-dinner after Mass, etc.  The proposed columbarium design is projected to be adequate for at least 50 years.  Council proposed that a scaled down version be evaluated.  Joe was asked to determine the cost and other ramifications, if it were to be scaled down, of purchasing enough stone for the complete project and storing it so that the identical stone would be available in the event that it would be necessary to build the complete columbarium in the future.

There was some sentiment that there might be parishioners who are not aware that cremation is now acceptable in the Catholic Church.  After discussion, Council recommended that the Church’s teaching regarding cremation be addressed as remarks after Communion or as part of the homily during the month of November.  Chris will discuss this with Msgr. Lehman, however, it was emphasized that this should not be a “sales pitch” for the columbarium and only address the subject of cremation vis-à-vis Catholic Church teaching.

New Business:

1. Web Site Maintenance—Mark noted that he had addressed the RCC web site and found that much of the information was out of date.  Joe explained that the system was designed so that Committee Chairs could update their information.  To provide control of the information that appeared on the site, Joe would actually transfer the information received from the committee.  When the site was designed, the Committee Chairs were instructed on how to do this.  Dave Wilmesher pointed that some of the Committee Chairs (including himself as Holy Strokes Chair) were not even aware of the opportunity to input  information for the web page.  Joe will try to arrange another training session for Committee Chairs.

2. Council Holiday Dinner – In the past, council members and their spouses have had a holiday gathering, usually in January.  Mark has had a couple of offers for host homes.  Council was in favor of continuing the custom and a date and location and details will be addressed at the next council meeting.

3. Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast – A celebration, hosted by the Pastoral Council, to thank Parish volunteers has been held for the past 7 years.  These have been in the form of a dinner, a wine and cheese affair and, last year, a breakfast.  Council was in favor of having a breakfast again this year.  Details will be discussed at the November meeting.

Senior Pastoral Associate Comments: 

1. Recently, Most Reverend Emil D. Gregorio, Prelate of Batines, Philipines (Father Nixon’s Bishop) visited Resurrection Church.  Following his visit he sent Chris a letter requesting that some of the Joyous Junque proceeds include a gift to help rebuild their Cathedral   which suffered considerable earthquake damage seven years ago.  The men from Joyous Junque have said that they prefer to use their proceeds for local charities since that is the basis for many of the donated items. Chris suggested that a special collection might be held on one of the Sundays when there is only one collection and Father Nixon is our celebrant. 

Business Administrator:

1. Joe pointed out that the Diocese had changed Chris’s title to “Senior Pastoral       Associate and his title to Business Administrator.

Announcements:  Next meeting - November 20 @ 6:00 PM.  Carol Traen will lead Council in the opening and closing prayer.  She will also insert the agenda for the next meeting in the parish bulletin.

Closing Prayer: Jeanne Wagoner led Council in the closing prayer.

 







Respectfully Submitted,









Frank Amoroso

