 Pastoral Council Meeting, September 18, 2008 
Present: Chris Barrett, Judy Britt, Mark Koch, Chuck Murphy, John Parrish, Jeanne Wagoner, Dave Wilmesher

Absent: Pete Benosky, Alex Ernandes, Carolyn Labas, Carol Traen

Also Present: Frank Amoroso, Joe Day, Tom Dugan (part time)

Opening Prayer:  Dave Wilmesher led the Council in prayer to open the meeting

June Minutes: The June minutes were approved.  (There were no July or August meetings.).

Old Business: None
New Business:

1. With Pastoral Council’s approval, Frank Amoroso will continue as scribe for the council.

2. PPC Blessing – Pastoral Council members will be commissioned and blessed at the Saturday and Sunday Masses on September 27 and 28

3. Sitting Wall – The Capital Improvement Committee has been evaluating what can be done to improve the space at the left front of the church that was vacated by the loss of a birch tree during a storm this past spring.  Tom Dugan described a proposal to convert this area to a small plaza with a sitting wall and a small tree.  The proposal calls for the use of pavers at ground level, and a small tree in the area enclosed by the wall.  The pavers would be removable so that pavers could be replaced with engraved pavers if and when they would be purchased as memorials. In addition some of the pitted concrete walk in that area would be replaced. It is estimated that if contracted out the work would cost about $13,000.  If done completely by the Tuesday Group, the cost would be about $8,000.  Between three and four thousand dollars that has been donated as memorial gifts are available already.  After the presentation, council suggested that a third alternative, where the heavy demolition work would be contracted out should be considered.  Council agreed that the proposed work would enhance the appearance of this area and that the project was worthwhile to pursue and recommended that the Tuesday Group should be approached to determine their willingness to take on this project.  (4 members of the Tuesday Group were present and the consensus among them was that the Tuesday Group would be able and willing to take on the project, however it should be presented to the Tuesday Group leadership.)  Dave Wilmesher agreed to meet with Pete Benosky and discuss getting two additional quotes from two other firms for turn-key completion as well as costs for hiring labor for the heavy portion of the construction only.  Dave will also discuss this project with the Tuesday Group to determine what they are willing and able to handle as well  as an estimated completion date.  

4. Diocesan Increased Offertory program – Except for mission parishes, all parishes in the Richmond Diocese are required to participate in this program that is designed to raise money to improve the Catholic school system and Catholic education in the Diocese.  It will consist of 5 consecutive weeks during which literature will be sent out to parishioners by the consulting firm retained (and paid) by the Diocese and the program will be emphasized at Masses.  (Details of the program are included in the June pastoral council minutes). Chris proposed that the most available times seemed to be the first 5 weeks of Ordinary Time after Christmas or the first 5 weeks of Lent.  Council agreed that the first 5 weeks of Ordinary Time after Christmas would be best.

5. Columbarium Update – The Columbarium proposal was presented to the Finance Council.  Initially the Cemetery Committee proposed that the construction cost be split evenly between cemetery funds and a loan of parish funds.  After negotiations, they agreed to propose covering 2/3 of the construction cost with cemetery funds and 1/3 with a loan from other parish funds; Chris Barrett will take this under consideration.  Ultimately all of the cost will be covered by sales of niches.  A presentation will be made to the parish after the masses on the October 11 and 12.

6. Religious Education Coordinator – Mike Carr has submitted his resignation, effective  June, 2009.  Chris distributed copies of the Position Description.  The Youth Advisory Council is reviewing the PD and is considering several minor changes to it regarding the duties. Chris asked the PPC to review the PD for any recommended changes or additions.  The position will be advertised after January 1; the deadline to fill the position is March 2009.  Chris will appoint members to participate in interviews of the candidates..         

Pastoral Coordinator Comments: 

1. Chris proposed two items that invited consideration over the next several years, i.e. an elevator and a second entrance to the parking lot.  Although the second entrance has been considered and rejected as being too costly, the owner of the adjacent property has approached a parishioner, suggesting that we could make a second entrance onto the adjacent property at a cul-de-sac on his road. These items were just mentioned as things that could be coming up in the future.

2. Chris also announced that his title will probably be changed to Senior Pastoral Associate with no change in his duties, status or responsibilities. 

Parish Administrator:

1. Joe distributed copies of the Parish Annual Report to the council and reported that the annual “Sermon on the Amount” would be made to the parish on the weekend of September 20/21.  A copy of the report will be inserted into the church bulletin.

2. Joe distributed copies of the “Policies And Procedures For Use Of Parish Facilities” for council members to review for policy aspects and to bring questions or comments to the next meeting.

Announcements:  Next meeting - October 16.  Jeanne Wagoner will lead Council in prayer.

Closing Prayer: Dave Wilmesher led Council in the closing prayer.

 







Respectfully Submitted,









Frank Amoroso

