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New Parishioners 

 
Edward & Carol Frac 

 

Nancy & Michael Holton 
 

Louis & Margaret Klein 
 

James & Nancy McDonald 
 

Mark & Jennifer McLaughlin 
 

Jane & James McWilliams 
 

Terry & James Morrison 
 

Joseph & Maura Piccerillo 
Robert 

 

Don & Laura Snyder 
Patrick & Nicole 

 

Joaquim & Deborah Sousa 
 

Elizabeth Thompson 
 

Wilma Vargas 
 

Linda & Patrick Ward 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Letter from Pope Francis 

 With the approach of the Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy I would like to focus on 
several points which I believe require 
attention to enable the celebration of the 
Holy Year to be for all believers a true 
moment of encounter with the mercy of God. It is indeed 
my wish that the Jubilee be a living experience of the 
closeness of the Father, whose tenderness is almost 
tangible, so that the faith of every believer may be 
strengthened and thus testimony to it be ever more 
effective. 
        I have asked the Church in this Jubilee Year to 
rediscover the richness encompassed by the spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy. The experience of mercy, indeed, 
becomes visible in the witness of concrete signs as Jesus 
himself taught us. Each time that one of the faithful 
personally performs one or more of these actions, he or she 
shall surely obtain the Jubilee Indulgence. Hence the 
commitment to live by mercy so as to obtain the grace of 
complete and exhaustive forgiveness by the power of the 
love of the Father who excludes no one. The Jubilee 
Indulgence is thus full, the fruit of the very event which is 
to be celebrated and experienced with faith, hope and 
charity. 
   Furthermore, the Jubilee Indulgence can also be 
obtained for the deceased. We are bound to them by the 
witness of faith and charity that they have left us. Thus, as 
we remember them in the Eucharistic celebration, thus we 
can, in the great mystery of the Communion of Saints, pray 
for them, that the merciful Face of the Father free them of 
every remnant of fault and strongly embrace them in the 
unending beatitude. 
  Trusting in the intercession of the Mother of Mercy, I 
entrust the preparations for this Extraordinary Jubilee Year 
to her protection. 
         From the Vatican, 
   1 September 2015 
                                                         Franciscus 
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    The year of our Lord 2016 is Year Three in our diocesan 
evangelization plan.  Through the first two years our 
journey’s focal points were a Personal Encounter with 
Christ to Focusing on the Domestic Church, a reflection 
process beginning with our individual relationships with 
Christ and moving to the church in our homes and families. 
    We now continue to broaden our scope in Year 
Three:  Equipping the Parish.  Early in the new year, we 
want to hear from parish ministry leaders about how you 
are already equipped for ministry and what might help 
better equip you for your ministry. 
 To this end, each of our parish ministries, committees, 
and teams are requested to identify someone to represent 
them at a meeting of ministry representatives.  The meeting 
will be held on Wed., Jan. 13 at 11:00 a.m. or 7:00 p.m., 
whichever works best for one’s schedule. This includes all 
the ministries listed on our church contact list.   
    The agenda will also include discussions of very basic 
mission statements for each ministry, of which ministries 
are in need of more members, of ways to improve the 
annual ministries fair (held in November the last several 
years), of ways of communicating and collaborating with 
each other.  In addition, this will be an opportunity to raise 
any concerns. 
 I daresay that we are a well-equipped parish that 
shows this by the good we do.  But I’m also sure, with 
God’s help and yours, we could still be better equipped.  
          CB   
            

Rite of the Opening of the 
Door of Mercy at the 

Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
  

Sunday, Dec 20, 2015 
 

11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
 

Cathedral of the Sacred Heart 
800 South Cathedral Place  
      Richmond, VA 23220  

       
 Bishop DiLorenzo will be celebrating the Mass with 
Cathedral parishioners and our seminarians. All are 
welcome to join. The door opening will be just before the 
11:00 a.m. Mass. 

Important meeting scheduled for all parish ministries 
Equipping the Parish 

Wed., Jan. 13 at 11:00 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
with Adoration & Benediction 

Thurs., Dec. 3 after 11:00 a.m. Mass  
and ending at 3:00 p.m.  

(Please sign up for 1/2 hour shifts) 
 

Beginning of the Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Mercy 

Tues., Dec. 8 
 

Mass for the Feast of the  
Immaculate Conception  
Tues., Dec. 8 , at 12 noon 
(Holy Day of Obligation)  

 
Advent Communal Penance  
and Reconciliation Service  

Tues., Dec. 15, 7:00 p.m. 
(with individual confessions with 
one of five priests in attendance) 

 
Christmas Masses 

Christmas Eve Family Mass 
Thurs., Dec. 24, 5:00 p.m. 

(Singing of carols before Mass)  
 

Christmas Eve Solemn Mass 
Thurs., Dec. 24, 8:00 p.m.  

 

No Mass on Christmas Day 
Friday, Dec. 25 

 
Mass for the Solemnity of Mary,   

the Holy Mother of God 
Thurs., Dec. 31, 5:00 p.m. 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

with Adoration & Benediction 
Thurs., Jan. 7 after 11:00 a.m. Communion 

Service and ending at 3:00 p.m.  
(Please sign up for 1/2 hour shifts) 

 
 

Advent & Christmas  
Liturgical Schedule 
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 It is with great gratitude that we thank Barbara 
Babiak, who has served as our RCIA coordinator for 

almost four years.  This program and process, the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults, is one of the linchpins to each and every 
Catholic parish, and, so too, is at our parish.  Barbara did a 
beautiful job in this important ministry. 
 It is with great joy that we welcome Mary Flynn, one of our 
longest-tenured parishioners, to this role of RCIA coordinator.  As 
a devout Catholic and a career teacher, she will be a great asset in 
this ministry of forming, informing and transforming inquirers, 
catechumens, and candidates for reception into the full communion 
of the Catholic Church. 
     It is with great admiration that also we acknowledge the 
incalculable contribution to the parish that Pat and Frank Amoroso 
have made as the assistants to Barbara, and to Joann Ackermann 
before her, and now to Mary Flynn. 
    It is with great excitement that we announce that on Sun., Jan. 
10, we will begin the next series of RCIA sessions meeting from 
2:30-3:30 p.m.  Weekly meetings will follow. 
     If you or anyone you know is interested in inquiring about 
joining the Catholic church, then this is for you or for them.  Please 
contact me, Chris Barrett, at 297-5530 or cbarrett@resurrection 
catholic.org.                          CB 

RCIA Program in leadership transition 
New sessions to start  on Jan. 10 

      A number of men have 
indicated a desire to have a 
men’s group that would meet for 
study and discussion of our 
spiritual lives, our lives as 
Catholics, as disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  We are long overdue for 
making an attempt at forming 
such a group.  
 Any men who are interested 
in this type of group, please join 
a gathering to discuss and 
discern together what type of 
group we’d like to form. It may 
turn out to be Bible study or 
book discussion or prayer or 
videos or a combination of those 
or none of the above!  The group 
that gathers will together create 
our agenda and mission, at least 
for starters. 
 We will meet on Thurs., 
Jan. 20 at 9:30 a.m. for our 
initial get-together. I’m tempted 
to call the group “Men Still 
Growing” (MSG) because I 
surmise that those who gather 
will all be interested in growing, 
no matter what age they are.  I 
will personally lead the group in 
its formative period and I know 
that this will help me with my 
growth as well. 
    Whether it’s two or three or 
twenty or thirty, Christ will be 
there in our midst.  You don’t 
need to sign up.  Just show up. 
     CB 

 In the tradition of the Three Kings, giving gifts has been a part 
of Christmas from the beginning. This year, think about giving  
yourself a gift:  The promise to join the Women’s Bible Study in 
the new year.  
 Starting on January 11, the group will meet on Monday 
mornings at 10:00 and continue every other week until the Monday 
of Holy Week (March 21, 2016). 
 The study book that is used leads us through a short section of 
scripture, giving some detailed background about that passage, and 
leading us through questions which help us incorporate what we 
learn from that scripture into our lives.  As we answer the questions 
we share our faith with one another.  We learn from scripture, 
through the presence of the Spirit, and from one another.  The focus 
of this group is less on education and more on faith sharing.  The 
group size will be limited (12 people) to allow time for all to 
participate.   
 “Six weeks with the Bible,” a Loyola Press series, will be used 
in addition to the book, “Isaiah 40 -55: Building a Highway to 
God.”  
 Please call the office to register.  If you have any questions or 
need further information, please contact Katherine Rings 
(facilitator) at 989-708-9460 or krings82@gmail.com. 

Women’s Bible Study to start in January 
Give yourself a gift 
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The Long and Winding Road in Haiti 
                   by Bob Flynn 
  The renowned British 
singer-songwriter Sir Paul 
McCartney once penned a 
song entitled “The Long and 

Winding Road,” centering on the power of love 
directing him to the door of  those in need.  It is an 
apt example of our parishes’ twinning efforts over 
the past 30 years. Initiated by parishioners Bob & 
Adele Della Valle Rauth, our twinning road has 
indeed been "long and winding."  
 Twinning with children's orphanages has 
always been unique in the Richmond Diocese.  
Most other twinning efforts center around parish to 
parish relationships. We at Resurrection, however, 
have always centered on giving children in Haiti a 
chance for a better future by supporting their 
health and educational needs. 
 After the terrible earthquake of 2010, our 
generous giving of the previous 25 years came 

to  a winding turn on the road of helping those in 
need. Until we could navigate again our giving 
intentions, we suspended our fundraising efforts 
for approximately one year, 2010-2011. Our 
prayerful discernment led us to our current two 
relationships in solidarity with the Educational 
Center of the Good Shepherd, our Diocesan twin, 
and Melissa's Hope, an orphanage dedicated to the 
loving care of 22 physically-challenged children. 
  It is with great pleasure that I can report 
our  giving levels have risen to the pre-earthquake 
fund-raising amounts. With many prayers and the 
lasting generous nature of our parish, we are 
contributing to our twinning efforts at the levels 
we enjoyed before the earthquake. 
   The " long and winding road" has been just 
that; but as the song says, love has directed us to 
the door of hundreds of needy children in the heart 
of Haiti.  

 Many thanks to all 
who participated in the 40 
Days of Life Fall Cam-
paign which was held out-
side Planned Parenthood 
in Roanoke, just one of 
the 307 cities participating 
worldwide.  As a result of these peaceful, prayerful 
vigils, thousands of lives were saved and some 
abortion clinics closed. Planned Parenthood in Roa-
noke is now closed on Tuesdays and Fridays.  
 The spring 2016 campaign will run February 
10 through March 20.  Volunteers will again be 
needed.  Keep an eye out for additional information 
in future Heavenly Hash newsletters and our RCC 
bulletins. 
 We will also be participating in the March for 
Life in Washington, D.C. on Jan. 22, 1016.  Buses 
will leave early that morning and return the same  
evening.  Cost will be approximately $40 pp. 
Signup sheets will be available in the commons at 
church in December and early January.  For more 
information call Kay Allen 721-5651. 
   
  

 Former abortionist John 
T. Bruchalski, M.D. will be 
speaking at St. Andrews  in 
Roanoke on Sat., Feb. 27, 
2016 at 7:00 p.m. (after the 
5:30 Mass).  Dr. Bruchal-
ski  converted from abor-

tionist to pro-life provider and went on to found the 
Tepeyac Family Center,  a pro- life OB/GYN inte-
grated healthcare practice in Fairfax, Va. His topic 
will be “Divine Mercy: 
An ex-abortionist’s  journey to pro-life med-
cine.”  More information to follow in the bulletin. 
 
 

40 Days of Life Fall Campaign 
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Pastoral Council   
2015 - 2016 

 

Chris Barrett - 297-5530 
Gary Buddie (Chair) - 721-6304  
Nick Burakow - 202-359-8335 

Jim Colby - 719-2760 
Jo-Ann Ernandes - 721-0179 

Ken Gerber - 721-9708 
Ed Holzhauer - 719-2728 

Conchita Knipp—650-4182  
Loretta Lavanco - 297-9563 

Preston Thornton - 721-1188 
Carol Traen - 721-2814 

 RCC’s Pastoral Council with the beautiful Blue Ridge 
in the background. 

 The tradition of the Oplatki originated in 
Poland during Early Christian times. This 
Christmas custom began with a simple white 
wafer, baked from flour and water. 
 

How to celebrate the Oplatiki tradition 
 The Oplatki are enjoyed by families, typically 
right before the Christmas Eve meal. The entire 
family gathers around the table, each with an 
Oplatek.  Generally the eldest member of the 
family will begin the ritual by breaking off a piece 
of the wafer and passing it to another family 
member with a blessing.  This blessing can simply 
consist of what you desire for 
your loved one in the upcoming 
year – whether it be good 
health, success, or happiness. 
The purpose of this act is 
primarily to express ones 
unconditional love and 
forgiveness for each member of 
his or her family. 
 

The symbolism 
 The significance of the Oplatki Christmas 
wafer is in that it shadows the Eucharistic meal 
that Catholics participate in at each Mass. Just as 
we share in the Eucharist as one family in Christ 
and receive Christ’s love through the Eucharist, the 
Oplatki allows for one’s immediate family to come 
together and share the love they have for one 
another.  This symbolism is deepened by the fact 

that the name of the town where Jesus Christ was 
born, Bethlehem, means "House of Bread," which 
makes the Oplatki tradition an especially beautiful 
way to celebrate the charity and unity so 
characteristic of the Christmas season. 
 

Yes, even for family pets! 
 Although this tradition is primarily enjoyed by 
the human members of the family, even the family 
pets can partake in this meal. Traditionally, this 
corresponds to the animals that were the first to 
greet Christ at his birth. In current times, this can 
also represent the important role that pets play in 

the family.   
 

A symbol of family unity 
 The Oplatki tradition is one 
that is easy, fun, and deeply 
meaningful to introduce to the 
family anytime during the long 
Christmas season.  All it 
requires is a simple wafer paired 
with love and affection, and the 
willingness to share it.  This is a 

heartwarming tradition that will complete your 
family’s time together during the Christmas 
season. 
 

Oplatiki is available in the RCC office 
 The RCC office has ordered some boxes of 
Oplatiki for your convenience and they will be 
available in the office after Mass and during the 
week for a $4.00 donation. 

East European Christmas tradition 
 Oplatiki available for parishioners in the church office 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Multiple Sclerosis Support Group 
General Discussion & Christmas  
Pot Luck 
Wed., Dec.2     12 noon     RCC 
Bring a dish to share. 
 
Mens Cancer Support Group 
(spouses are welcome) 
General Discussion and Christmas 
Pot Luck 
Wed., Dec. 2    5:00 p.m.   TEP 
(note time change) 
Bring a dish. Let Tami know what you 
are bringing. 
 
Life for One (Holiday Christmas 
Party)  Soup and Salad 
Mon. Dec. 7    11:00 a.m.   TEP 
Bring something to put in the salad, 
already cut up or dessert. Let Tami 
know what you are bringing. 
 
Alzheimer/Dementia Caregiver 
Support Group 
General Discussion with tea and 
scones for Christmas holiday 
Mon., Dec. 7   2:00 p.m.   TEP 
 
Breast Cancer Support Group 
Dirty Santa 
Mon., Dec. 14   6:30 p.m.  Discovery 
Shop  Bring a gag gift. 
 
New Beginnings 
Wed., Dec. 16   12 noon   Liberty 
Station Restaurant (Bedford) 
 
Chronic Pain Support Group 
Thurs., Dec. 17   12:30 p.m.    TEP 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cataracts cause cloudy vision 
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 If you find that your vision is becoming 
foggy, you may have developed a cataract.   
 The lens of your eye is located behind the iris 
(colored part of the eye) and focuses light that 
passes into your eye which produces clear, sharp 
images on the retina. 
 As you age, the lens tends to become less flexible, less 
transparent, and thicker.  These age-related changes cause tissues 
within the lens to break down and clump together, clouding 
small areas within the lens.  As the cataract continues to develop, 
the clouding becomes denser and involves a greater part of the 
lens. 
 Cataracts usually progress slowly and can initially be 
corrected with stronger glasses and better lighting.  But they can 
also cause difficulties with night driving, seeing halos and 
problems with lights and glare, fading or yellowing of colors, 
double vision in one eye and even blindness if not corrected. 
 The only cure for cataracts is surgery which is generally an 
outpatient procedure.  It involves using a local anesthetic to 
numb the area around the eye. The surgeon will make a small 
incision in the cornea and then insert a needle-type probe into the 
lens which transmits ultrasound waves to break up the lens. A 
new, clear lens will be inserted. The lens can be flexible and is 
actually folded to insert and then opens after inserted. Sutures 
may or may not be needed. 
 If you have eye complications, an extra capsular cataract 
extraction is performed. This procedure involves a larger 
incision, and surgical instruments are used to remove the front 
capsule of the lens and the cloudy portion of your lens. The new 
lens is placed on the back capsule, and the incision is sutured. 
The lens can be placed to 
protect UVB light, as 
bifocals, or one eye for near, 
and one eye for far vision. 
 Vision will gradually 
improve over a few days. 
Expect to instill frequent eye 
drops post surgery. It is 
normal to feel slight itching, 
or irritation, but don’t rub 
your eye. Call your physician 
if there is loss of vision, 
persistent pain, increased eye 
redness, flashes of light, 
floaters, nausea, vomiting, or 
excessive coughing. 

  Tami Akin  
  Parish Nurse 

 
 

Parish Nurse 
Schedule 

 
 
 

Resurrection — 297-5530 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 

8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Trinity —721-4330 
Mondays and Wednesdays 

8:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Email:  tepnurse@smltep.org 
 

 Emergencies may cause me 
to be out of the office at posted 
times.   Please call first or make 
an appointment.   Thanks,               
        Tami Akin 
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 Fifteen participants consecrated themselves to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary at our first “33 Days 
to Morning Glory” retreat in November.  We were 
all excited that it was a huge success! 
 After studying the teachings of St. Louis 
DeMontfort, St. Maximilian Kolbe, the Blessed 
Mother Teresa, and St. Pope John Paul II, the 
participants were faithful in learning more about 
our Holy Mother and how she can help us grow 
closer to the Sacred Heart of her Son, Jesus.  
 Through much pondering and prayer, the 
participants made a commitment to open their lives 
to graces through our Mother Mary. We wish them 
well on this new journey of Faith!  

 If you have any questions about the “33 Days 
to Morning Glory”, don’t hesitate to ask Judy 
Ochal, Margaret DeWitt, Barbara Wright, or Sherri 
Given. 
 
 

33 Days to Morning Glory 

Pat Marlar receiving a blessing 
from Msgr. Joe on her 90th 
birthday. 

New Worship Aids Now 
Available for the New Year 

 

 The weekend of Nov. 28-29 
marked the beginning of a new 
church year.  Our Worship 
Committee will now be making 
available on a weekly basis 2016 
Companion Missals for those 
with hearing difficulties and 
simple paper worship aids for 
visitors for them to be able to 
follow the order of the Mass 
more easily with readings, 
responses, prayers, and music.  
 They will be available near 
the entryway. Please return both 
Companion Missals and worship 
aids to the table before leaving 
church. 

 There are a number of 
variations to the traditional 
Advent wreath, i.e., the number 
of candles, the colors of the 
candles, and the significance of 
each. The most popular and the 
one that we use here at RCC is  
three purple. 
 The evergreen wreath is 
circular to symbolize God’s 
eternity. The purple and pink 
candles represent the virtues of 
Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace (lit 
on the four Sundays in Advent). 
 The pink candle is lit on 
Gaudete Sunday (third Sunday 
is Advent).  The name comes 

from Philippians 4:4,5. 
“Gaudete is Domino semper” 
which translates to “rejoice in 
the Lord always.” On this 
Sunday the priest will wear rose 
colored vestments which is 
meant to encourage us to 
continue our spiritual 
preparation for Christmas. 
 Families are encouraged to 
have their own Advent wreaths 
and to light the candles at the 
appropriate times throughout the 
season. Prayers change weekly.  
Various versions can be found 
online at www.catholic.org. 
 

The Advent wreath:  What does it mean? 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord” 
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       Youth Faith Formation 
Update on Youth Ministers of Care 
 The youth who were commissioned as “Youth Ministers of Care” (YMC) continue 
to visit our elderly parishioners at Runk & Pratt nursing home once a month.  This has 
blossomed into great friendships and connections between them and our parishioners 
who reside there.  Thank you also to our little children at YFF for making cards and 

crafts each month to send along with our teen 
YMC volunteers. 
 

Youth to lead singing of carols before the 5:00 p.m.  
Christmas Eve Family Mass 
 Come early to sing carols with the YFF youth. They have been 
practicing over the past few weeks and will be ready to rejoice and 
sing to our newborn King! 
 

Praise and Worship Adoration! 
 Youth Faith Formation is excited to hold our “Praise and 
Worship Adoration and Benediction” for the youth, families, and 
all parishioners on Sun., Jan. 24, 2016 from 5:45-6:15 p.m.  This 
has become a yearly tradition for YFF which began five years ago 

when a teenager approached Melissa and asked, “Can we do that ‘adoration thing’ here at church?”  It was 
so much fun singing praise songs to Jesus.  Everyone is welcome to join in.  Just meet in the sanctuary! 
 

Sacraments 
 The new year will bring preparation for First 
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. If your 
child, or you know of a child, who is over the age of 
seven who has not received these sacraments, please 
see Melissa.  Our schedule for preparation classes 
are as follows: 
 

First Reconciliation – all classes are on Monday 
evenings from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the YFF commons 
area 
Module 1 – January 18th 
Module 2 – February 1st 
Module 3 – February 22nd 
Sacrament of Reconciliation – Sun., Feb. 28 @ 
2:45 p.m. 
 

First Holy Communion – all classes are on Monday 
evenings from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the YFF commons 
area 
Module 1 – March 7th 
Module 2 – April 4th 
Module 3 – April 11th 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion – Sun., April 
17@ 4:00 p.m. Mass  

Melissa Murtagh 
YFF Coordinator 
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High School Retreat Opportunities:   
Discovery Awakenings and Christian Awakenings 

 
 

What is a Discovery Awakening Retreat? 
 A peer-ministered retreat which encourages teenagers to 
discover their own identity and their relationship with God.  The 
retreat is incredibly dynamic with talks, small group interaction and 
community-building experiences.  It is based on the steps of 
evangelization and helps the young person know Jesus in faith! 
 

Who should attend a Discovery retreat? 
 9th or 10th graders who are ready to dive deeper into 
understanding their relationship with Jesus. 
 

When are all the Discovery retreat dates? 
• January 8-10, 2016 (Register online by 12/30/15 for early bird 

pricing)  
      Lowesville, Va (north of Lynchburg Va) 
 

• January 15-17, 2016 (Register online by 1/6/16 for early bird 
pricing) 

               Smith Mountain Lake, VA  (near Roanoke, Va) 
 

• February 26-28 (Register online by 2/17/15 for early bird 
pricing) 

               Smith Mountain Lake, VA  (near Roanoke, VA) 
 

What is a Christian Awakening retreat? 
 A peer-ministered retreat which enables teenagers to come to 
know and experience Christ, and to see him in themselves and 
others. They are invited to look at ways of serving others and 
becoming better, more fully-committed Christians. 
 

Who should attend a Christian Awakening retreat? 
 11th or 12th graders who are ready to live their faith in a 
profound way.  Christian Awakening builds on the foundational 
elements of the Discovery Retreat and is great for forming leaders 
in your parish community. 
 

When are the Christian Awakening retreat dates? 
• April 8-10, 2016 (Register online by 3/30/16 for early bird 

pricing) 
     Camp Bethel (near Fincastle, VA) 
 

 See Melissa Murtagh or Lisa Lietz for more information. 

 The Resurrection Youth 
Group ended the summer with a 
camping trip to the Shenandoah 
spending time working as a team, 
praying and of course, having fun.  
 Several youth also helped 
prepare and sell food at the craft 
bazaar. Fundraisers have always 
been a great opportunity for them 
to take ownership of their 
activities. Plus, they love being of 
service!  
 For Halloween, the group 
took a trip to Scaremare, hosted 
by Liberty University resulting in 
a great deal of laughs and 
screams.  Afterwards, there was 
quiet prayer and reflection.  
 We also launched a new 
ministry this school year: Youth 
Ministers of Care. Through this 
ministry, youth and adults visit 
parishioners who are residents at 
Runk & Pratt. This has been a 
great learning experience and 
source of joy for those who 
participate. They enjoy sharing 
stories and learning about the 
residents and their lives.  We will 
continue our visits each month 
and welcome anyone who is 
interested to join us.  
 Coming up:  On Dec 20 we 
will be celebrating Christmas by 
volunteering at LCM in the 
morning and going shopping for 
children’s gifts to donate to LCM 
in the afternoon (pizza will also 
definitely be a part of this 
activity).  
 All are always welcome. 
 Lisa Lietz (301) 704-2309  
 lisa@resurrectioncatholic.org  

Resurrection Youth Group having fun at their recent activities. 



  

 This was 
another remark-
able year for 
us.  It seems our 
faith, friendship 
and fellowship 

just gets stronger every time we meet, 
even when it’s not a Wednesday. We’ve 
experienced  sorrow at the death of 
friends, delight with new grandchildren, 
surprise that we can do things that 
challenge us, and all of this has reaffirmed 
that our lives are so much richer through 
our faith and trust in each other 
 Our annual fall craft bazaar’s 
proceeds were approximately $6,000; not 
a record, but still a good amount to help 
out the parish with needed items that are 
not in the budget.   
 First, we will continue to fund RCC’s 
Parishioner’s Emergency Fund so when 
someone in our parish is facing a difficult 
situation, we will have the necessary 
resources to help.  
 Tami Aikin, our parish nurse, 
requested a slide advancer with a laser for 
the projector she uses during her very  
helpful health seminars.   Also, the men of 
the Tuesday Men’s Group needed a 
hydraulic lift table, air compressor and 
pressure washer so they can continue their 
maintenance of facilities and grounds.   
 In addition, since Youth Faith 
Formation did not have enough in its 
budget for a fall festival, (which was so 
well received last year) we decided to 
contribute so YFF so it will be able to put 
on a festival in the spring.   
 Also, the RCC Evangelization Team 
has had a productive year but needed 
some funds to carry out its mission.   
 All of these requests were funded 
through the fall craft bazaar, Easter candy 
sales and our annual raffle. 
     A special thank you to Pat Benosky 
for donating one of her original paintings, 
Fran Burns, who donated a beautiful 
afghan and Sue Wilson for providing a 
lovely quilt for our raffle. 
    Barbara Lenco 
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Celebrants While Fr. Sal Is Away in January 
    Fr. Sal is again making his annual pilgrimage to his 
native land, the Philippines, during the wintertime.  He’ll be 
visiting his 100-year-old mom on a well-deserved 
vacation.  We’ll miss him but wish him a safe and restful 
getaway. 
    For your information, in his absence, we’re blessed to 
have several very fine priests as guest celebrants at 
Eucharist.  The schedule is as follows: 
Sat., Jan. 9, retired priest Fr. Jim Dorson from Bath County, 
Sun., Jan. 10, prison chaplain Fr. Richard Mooney, 
Sat., Jan. 16, & Sun., Jan. 17, Franciscan priest, Fr. Louis 
Canino, OFM, 
Sat., Jan. 23, & Sun., Jan. 24, retired priest Fr. Louis Benoit, 
and 
Sat., Jan. 30, & Sun., Jan. 31, retired priest Fr. Louis Benoit. 
 Fr. Sal is scheduled to return in time for the weekend 
Masses Feb. 6-7, the last weekend before Ash Wednesday 
and the beginning of Lent. 
 

Feast of St. Lucia 12th Annual Ecumenical Concert 
 Choirs and musicians from Raleigh United Methodist, 
College Lutheran, St. Andrew's, Resurrection and St. 
Francis of Assisi Catholic Churches will present this concert 
and Festival of Light on Friday, December 11, at 7:30 PM. 
Admission to the concert is free. A "Swedish Supper at Six" 
will be available at St. Andrew's at $15 per ticket. For more 

information or to reserve supper tickets, call St. 
Andrew's Parish Office 344- 9814.    
 

Mark your calendars! 
 The annual St. Patrick’s day party will be 
held this year on Sat., March 12, 2016. 
 

Boy Scouts selling fresh Christmas trees 
 BSA Troop 130 is selling Christmas trees and wreaths 
to support local scouting activities. The trees are Fraser Firs 
grown in Floyd County and come in three size options: 6-7 
feet ($55), 7-8 feet ($65) and 8-9 feet ($70). Wreaths 
(limited supply) are available at 22 inches ($20) and 26 
inches ($25). The trees are fresh and kept in water 24/7. The 
sale takes  place at Epworth United Methodist Church, 60 
Merriman Rd., Moneta (across from LakeWatch Plantation) 
on Dec. 4-7 and Dec. 11-13 from 5 to 8 p.m. 
 

Send Christmas traditions to SML Eagle 
 Do you have a special Christmas tradition?  Send your 
stories and photos to the Eagle for publication in pre-
Christmas issues before Dec. 9.  Email to Rebecca Jackson 
at rjackson@smithmountaineagle.com 
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Please keep entry free! 
The entry into the carpeted  worship 
area from the Commons is narrow. 
Please keep moving through that 
space before Mass to allow others 
to have easy access to the Worship 
Area. Thanks from the Pastoral 
Council. 
 

Blessing during Communion 
Jesus invites all people of faith and 
good will to invite Him into their 
hearts. If age or circumstance 
prevents you or your guest from 
receiving sacramental Communion, 
you are invited to approach the altar 
for a blessing. Please indicate this 
desire to the Minister of Eucharist 
by crossing your arms over your 
chest. 
 

Visit us on the 
World Wide Web!     
Our website is 
awesome!  Along 
with a calendar of 
events and meetings, 

you will find past weekly bulletins, 
past issues of Heavenly Hash, 
Parish Council minutes, Ministry 
Schedules, and information on the 
many activities and ministries of 
RCC. Go to: 
http:www.resurrection 
catholic.org and see for yourself! 
 

Cell Phone Request    
So as not to disrupt the 
priest and those around 
you, we are asking that 
parishioners please 
silence cell phones before 
entering Mass or leave them in your 
car.  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mass is celebrated every Thursday 
at 11:00 a.m. with this exception. 
Fr. Sal has a committee meeting in 
Richmond on the second Thursday 
of each month.  On those 
Thursdays  a Communion Service 
will usually be held at 11:00 a.m. 
However, Fr. Sal will offer an 11:00 
a.m. Mass on Wednesdays on 
those weeks. 
 

Singles - “Life for One”    
Meetings are held the third Monday 
of each month at Trinity Ecumenical 
Parish.   This is a group of singles 
looking for  
 

informational programs and 
fellowship.  For more information 
call Gail Meltzer 721-1448. 
 

Communion to the Homebound     
 If you or someone you know is 
homebound (short or long term) we 
have a group of EM’s to visit and 
bring Communion. Call Chris 
Barrett at 297-5530.  We are more 
than willing to be there for you!   

Roanoke Area Ministries      
Many thanks to all who give their 
time to RAM House. Substitute 
volunteers are needed to serve 
lunch on the 1st and 5th 
Wednesday of each month.  Please 
call Eleanor Self at 583-1355. 
 

Gift Card Program 
Please consider participating by 
signing up for the Kroger 
Community Awards 

Program or 
purchasing a 
Food Lion, 
Walmart or CVS Gift 

Card. This is a fundraiser 
that costs you nothing! 

Please see the 
volunteers in 
the Commons before 
Mass.  

 

Lake Christian Ministries        
RCC’s normal assignment is now 
personal items such as  laundry & 
dish detergent, shampoo, and 
toothpaste.  Items can be dropped 
off at the church during office hours 
or at weekend Masses or at LCM 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
 

Catholic Reading Service     
Catholic magazines are now  
available in the back of the church. 
Weekly and monthly editions of 
both spiritual and informational 
periodicals are ordered for your 
inspiration and enjoyment. Please 
use the payment envelopes in the 
magazine and/or on the stand  and 
leave your payment in the basket 
provided. 
 

Next Newsletter — February 2016 
If you have something you’d like in 
the next newsletter, please email it 
to:  thekuhns128@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

Resurrection Notes        

        With 
           Deepest  
           Sympathy 
 

 

William Derzawiec 
Sept. 25, 2015 

 

Peter Benosky 
Oct. 2, 2015 

 

Thomas McMahon, Jr. 
Oct. 7, 2015 

 

Bernie Lewis 
Oct. 18, 2015 

 

Dale Whiteis 
Nov. 7, 2015 

 

John McGreevey 
Nov. 14, 2015 

 

Mary Albach 
Nov. 16, 2015 

 

Joe Carr 
Nov. 17, 2015 

 

We mourn the deaths and celebrate the 
lives of our deceased parishioners. 

Recently  
Baptized 

Angie Yselin Zangonza Peña 
And Alan Geremy Zaragoza Peña 

children of 
Gerardo Zaragoza Gomez and 

Angelica Peña Dominguez 
 

Maria Experanza Salazar 
daughter of 

Rene Salazar Martinez and 
Yoliana Ameca Dominguez 

 
Autumn Dawn Doucette 

daughter of 
Jason Doucette and Amy Stefan 

Kelly Marie Patterson 
and  

Brian Dalton Hambrick 
August 15, 2015 

 
Lauren Elizabeth Killip 

and 
Nathan Marshall Riley 

September 4, 2015 



Mission Statement 
 

     Recognizing the call of Jesus to His followers to continue His mission 
and ministry, we, the people of Resurrection Parish, with our unique 
backgrounds, talents and energies, seek to be the instruments through 
which He can express Himself to the world - particularly to the community     
surrounding Smith Mountain Lake. 
 We strive to nourish personal and spiritual growth by providing        
opportunity and support for prayer, renewal and a deeper understanding of 
the Catholic faith. 
 Through the celebration of the sacraments, the preaching of the good 
news of God's kingdom and the acceptance of our social mission to serve 
the basic human needs of others, we stand before our neighbors and the 
world as witness to the life and resurrection of Jesus. 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID MONETA, VA 
PERMIT NO. 42 

 
 
 

15353 Moneta Road 
Moneta, Virginia     24121 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 


